Wedding Guidelines
Zion Lutheran Church

Painesville, Ohio

We are happy that you are planning to have your wedding at Zion.  The following are some guidelines that have established by the Board of Elders to help make your wedding day go smoothly.  

Scheduling:

1. As soon as you are ready to set a date, please check with the church office to see that the date is available.  Plan also to make an appointment with the pastor to begin the process of preparing for your wedding and your marriage.

2. At that first appointment with the pastor, we will discuss these guidelines and go over the wedding ceremony.  That will also be time to get better acquainted and discuss future appointments.   

3. Contact one of the church organists as soon as you establish a date.  If you plan to bring in an organist from outside the congregation, they will need to meet with one of our organists for an orientation to our instrument.   The choice of appropriate music should be discussed with one of the organists.

                                 Janice Steffens   440-352-9122

                                 Cindy Holste      440-617-1938 

4. If you plan to use the sound system for soloists or for recorded music, please contact Scott Pirc (gavcam@ncweb.com) for directions.

Rehearsal:

1. The wedding rehearsal is generally the day before the wedding.  All participants in the wedding should attend the rehearsal.  A typical rehearsal lasts about 45 minutes.  

2. Please plan to bring your marriage license to the rehearsal and leave it with the pastor.

3. If you would like the pastor and his wife to attend a rehearsal dinner and/or the wedding reception, please let them know in writing ahead of the date.

Wedding Day:

1. Please let the pastor know when you would like to get into the building on the wedding day.

2. There is to be no smoking in the building and no alcoholic beverages are to be consumed on church property.  Please share this information with your wedding party.

3. The bride’s room is located in the lower level of the church.

4. Pictures may be taken before and after the ceremony.  Any pictures or video during the ceremony should be done from a stationary position so as not to create a distraction.  There should be no flash photography during the ceremony. 

Please share that information with your photographer and videographer.

5. The church has a Unity Candle holder that you may use.  You may also bring your own. 

6.  Please assign someone to check the bride’s room and any other area that was used to be sure that all personal items are removed after the wedding.

7. Please contact Carol Sippola (440-357-5174) regarding any questions about guideline for flowers.

8. Arrangements to use the Fellowship Hall or Gymnasium and Kitchen for a reception must be approved by the Board of Trustees.  A request form is available in the church office.

Suggested Honoraria         

          (For weddings, the following are considered independent contractors and are to be paid directly.)

          Organists:  $150 for music consultation, rehearsal, and wedding.  An additional consideration should be made for special rehearsals with soloists ($25 per session).  

          Custodian:  $75 payable to Bill Farren

          Church:       A donation to the church by non-members is appreciated.

          Pastor:        For members of Zion the honorarium is at their discretion.  For non-members $200.00 is suggested.
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