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Sharing the Message of Salvation through Jesus Christ, Strengthening Believers, and Caring for People in Need

Pastor, Did You Know?
One day can change your life forever
by Pastor Kurt Ziemann

The other day | heard the song, “Mary, Did You Know?” Maybe you’ve heard it too. It speaks through the eyes of
Mary as she holds baby Jesus. It asks many questions like, “Mary, did you know your baby boy would one day
walk on water?” It speaks also about Jesus saving the world, healing the blind, and calming the storm among
others. It’s an interesting journey into the life, death and resurrection of Jesus through the eyes of Mary.

But what about Mary before she held Jesus.Go back further. Go to the day before the angel Gabriel told her she
was going to give birth to the baby Jesus? Think of it. It’s the day before Gabriel’s announcement. We might ask
her..Mary, did you know your life was about to change forever? Did you know tomorrow your friends and family
will see you differently? Mary, did you know you will soon be taking a trip to Bethlehem and then later Egypt?
We could go on and on. Think of the dramatic change in her life in just one day as her future unfolds.

Gabriel did come. He announced the news she was pregnant with the Son of God - the Savior — the promised
Messiah. And when that day came, she handled it with grace and faith. Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May
it be to me as you have said.” She knew God had a plan. She knew He would take care of her and bless her. And
this has not changed today. God is still working in our lives. He is still blessing. This Christmas, gaze into the
manger and see the truth of God’s love and promise in the Christ child. Mary could have never known, but that’s
okay. God knew!

God knew there was going to be a change in my life as well. Many of you witnessed the event. | married
Kimberly Ann Shearer on September 27, 2025, almost a year after our first meeting. If you would asked us on
October 14, 2025, Pastor, did you know that on October 15 at a pastor conference you would meet Kim and be
married over eleven months later? Did you know that tomorrow will change your lives forever? Did you know
how many trips you’d make going back and forth from Dublin, Ohio, to Painesville, Ohio? Did you know you’d
total up to 525 hours on the phone talking with each other.No, | didn’t know, but God knew.

God also knew my cancer would come back, and that | would need to undergo an intensive auto stem cell
transplant to be healed. Pastor, did you know? No.God knew! And He provided a dedicated and skilled team of
doctors and nurses in the cure and loving church family to support me in healing. God also provided “good
medicine” in the care and love of family and Kim. God would work another wondrous miracle, and | would be
healed.

Now, | am not going to try to equate our meeting and wedding to the level of the birth of Jesus. No. What
happened in Bethlehem and then on the cross are events of eternal significance. Yet, they do share a common
theme, and that is that God has a plan to love us. We don’t know what tomorrow will bring, but we believe God
does know. He will never forsake us, and that whatever the future holds, it’s going to be okay whether in this life
or in eternity.

Your future will unfold just like Mary. And when it is revealed and happens, may
you say with Mary, “l am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.”
And then maybe while you’re at it, you could write a personal “Mary, Did You
Know” song testifying to the work of God in your life. To God all the glory!




= Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Zion,

= Thank you for your continued prayers, messages, and correspondence. You are a blessing to me. | assume word has

= gotten around by now that | have resigned from the U.S. Air Force (voluntary separation/honorable discharge). | did

E this as a matter of conscience on account of the requirement for chaplains to support the pluralism in the military and
s perform religious accommodation, which strongly convicted me as being a compromise of our Christian faith and a

= poor witness to Christ. Having heard this, many people have reacted to me by becoming worked up and upset. Please
E do not do that. There are many factors in play, and we could discuss it at another time. But, this is simply the decision
= that | have made.

E Richard John Neuhaus (formerly LCMS and one of my favorite authors on the topic) wrote in his book American

= Babylon, “Among all the things | am or have been or hope to be, | am undeniably an American. ... It is not the most

E important thing, being an American, but it is an inescapable thing about the life | live.” We are Americans simply

* because this is where God has put us, and we can rejoice in that. But, the USA is no more important or special to God
= than any other nation, and along with all other nations, it is accountable to God. | would encourage all Christians to

= give careful thought to what it means that God has made us to be citizens of this country and all of its great blessings.
E Let us give thanks for all of these gifts that God has given us.

E You likely also have heard by now that, at the time of my writing this, St. Paul Painesville has voted to extend a call to
= Me to be their pastor and St. John in Angola, NY, has also interviewed me to be their pastor. We are God’s Church, and
= it is a great time to be the Church. | do not know what the future holds. But... | do know who holds the future @

= | love you all. The Lord be with you.

(Also, please do not send more mail to Wyoming for me. | will likely not receive it!)
Baptized, Pastor Henry

Coffee Fellowship — A new volunteer sheet for January, February, and March,
2026 is now posted on the church office window. As previously reported, there
is training available to assist new volunteers. Thanks to those families who
hosted/volunteered over the past months. Contact Ann Marie Bollas (440-221-
0610) if you have any questions. Thank you.

"Foods of My Childhood
Potluck"

January 4, 2026
Time: 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Happy January Birthday
3 Mark Gehring, Cheryl Swope/Lazdinis, Melissa Engert
4 Thomas Snell, Elise Freeman, Jessica Noll
5 Mary Lou Stutzman, Sarah Wilder
8 N. Thomas Miller, Judith Salcius
9 Dennis Nelson, Mitchell McGrath, Megan Lange
10 Becky Kenst, Rick Hruby, Ali LePere
11 Anna Nocera
12 Nathan Brockway
14 Maddy Kangas
15 Eva Evans
16 Synthia Wahlstrom
17 Barb Schuler
19 Lisa Reed, Bill Hinton, Alyssa Behrend
20 Tina Rihaly, Joan Stephenson
21 Marilyn Kettlewood

23 Nate Alden, Ben Alden, Peyton Darnell
24 Linda Randa-Welch, Malissa Knauff “RPP)/ HEREMEE S
0

25 Sally Shelby Actual Budget

The Zion Women’s
Fellowship Group will
meet on January 17 from
9:30 to 11:00 am in the
Fellowship Hall. We will
be making button prayer
cards in addition to our
regular activities.

We hope to see you
there!
Allwomen are welcome!

Zion's Youth Group invites all
to join us for a special potluck
celebrating the foods that
shaped us! Bring a dish from
your childhood—family
recipes, comfort foods, or
anything that brings back
sweet memories. Write a short
note about your dish—why it
mattered, who made it, or a
favorite memory—and place it
beside your food. Together
we’ll build a table full of
yummy flavors and nostalgia.

Contact Carole Cooper
440-376-7798

sign-up sheet will be on the
bulletin board. Contact Dave
Champa 440-497-9412 or

26 Anne McGrath, Aaron Zinkowich - = Revenue $59,671 $49,051 Michelle Pham 440-231-0644.
28 Karl Losely, Grace Banno B e \ Expenses s 6379 649,853
29 Alaina Witte IRTHD“\( . : :

30 Sandy Meadows, Cyndi St. Julian, Leah Bates,
Adam Webster
31 Emily Matty, Veronica Nunez

All are encouraged to attend. A
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International Missions Update
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Ben and Ella Goehring - Pray for Benjamin and Ella as they serve in Romania. Ask God to be with them as they adjust to life in a
new country. Read more about their journey in their December Newsletter

The Wildauer Family - This past month has been a whirlwind of change for our family. Hopefully this email serves as an update
to you all as to our current situation as a family and invite you to pray with us. A little over a month ago, Robin found out that
she has cancer. If you’d like to support or read more about Robin’s journey, here is the link to our CaringBridge site. Lord willing,

we will return to Belize soon. But for the time being, we abide by His will as He always knows what is best. We will do our best to
keep you updated along the way.



https://mcusercontent.com/82059eba4b5c888325fb7ea76/files/db3fdce3-7b5b-ec3d-3568-eec20730bdb0/December_2025_Newsletter_1_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/82059eba4b5c888325fb7ea76/files/db3fdce3-7b5b-ec3d-3568-eec20730bdb0/December_2025_Newsletter_1_.pdf
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/6866039d-b5bc-11f0-adea-ab869c0e5379?utm_source=website_share&utm_medium=share_button&utm_term=&utm_content=link_share_button&utm_campaign=private_home_page
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LWML MISSION OF THE MONTH

Growing Together to Share Braille and Large Print
2025-2027 Mission Grant 5 — $100,000

Millions of people around the world are blind or visually impaired and are seeking to
strengthen their Christian faith but find it difficult to access scripture-based reading
materials. Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) is committed to providing Christian materials
in braille and specialized large print worldwide at no cost. With a part of the grant funds,
LBW will establish five new Ministry Production Centers in the United States. LBW will
hold five related servant events at LWML conventions, Lutheran universities and
schools, and district youth gatherings. Service opportunities provide young people with
the chance to grow in their God-given gifts and share the Gospel. This grant will allow
LBW to produce and freely distribute approximately 10,000 additional volumes of Bibles
and other Christian materials. This grant will be used to purchase specialized paper, card
stock, braille plates and equipment, and for training and shipping costs.
Youth and adult volunteers produce Braille together at a servant event at the

LWML Ohio District Convention in 2024.
@ < (Some of you may recognize a Zion member here.)

Your Mite contributions help fund mission grants such as this - there
are so many people in need and through the work of our churches,
the LWML, and other mission outreach ministries - we serve Christ
with dedication, joy, prayers, and reliance on our Lord and the Holy
Spirit to share God’s love and the Gospel Message to those who do
not know Him.

Please keep filling your Mite Boxes with your contributions and prayers. Large Mite Boxes
are located in each church lobby in which you may place your contributions. Thank you



https://www.zionpainesville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1AEKsvFiwA/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.instagram.com/zionlutheranchurchpainesville?igsh=bXI1cnZhdnlhaG45&utm_source=qr

