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Sharing the Message of Salvation through Jesus Christ, Strengthening Believers, and Caring for People in Need

“Real Living”
(You have plenty to live for!)
By Pastor Kurt Ziemann

Holding the hand of your sweetheart — watching a child being born - feeling the tight grip of
a newborn on your finger — changing that first smelly diaper without losing it — hearing your
grandchild call you “Grandpa” - picking apples - feeding the birds — campfires — playing a
boardgame with the kids - sitting as a family in church...that’s what | call living!

Sitting at the bedside of a loved - praying before surgery - baptizing a child - teaching God’s
Word to an eager group of learners — hearing the choir sing on Christmas Eve — shaking a
little hand — shaking a wrinkled hand - receiving and administering Christ’s body and blood
in the Lord’s Supper - proclaiming the forgiveness of sins to sinners - being called “Pastor”
for the first time - singing a “Mighty Fortress is our God” with a hundred other pastors -
preaching — blessing — forgiving...that’s living for me, too.

Living! Isn’t it great when things are going well? Life isn’t always like that, though, is it?
Living consists of low points too. Maybe it is cancer - being bedridden or homebound -
painful knees - a crooked back — memory fading quickly - losing a loved one - living alone...
That’s the part of living we’d rather not face; yet it is living too, isn’t it? The Bible says: “The
length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but
trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.” (Psalm 90:10) This is a living that

will test the strongest of souls. This is a living that hardly seems worth living. This is a living
marred by a world of sin.

Is this all there is? St. Paul wrote with the inspiration of God: “For to me, to live is Christ and
to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21) St. Paul here recognized that there is a lot of living to do
while on earth. Yet at the same time Paul understood that there is some REAL living ahead,
and his heart yearns for it.

What will help us get through another day? It is the other living St. Paul spoke about. It is
the living that occurs when a child of faith dies trusting in their Savior Jesus for the
forgiveness of their sin. It is the living that Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection has
given us. This is REAL living.

It is written: “For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If we
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we
belong to the Lord. For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be
the Lord of both the dead and the living.” (Romans 14:7-9) Real living is walking hand in hand
by faith with Jesus. Real living is seeing our Savior’s face in heaven. In faith, hold on to
Jesus today and start living!



https://www.caringbridge.org/

MINISTRY EXPANSION

Zion's Maintenance and Project Update

SO ALL WILL KNOW JESUS
John 17:3

1. Install a New ADA-Compliant Narthex Restroom. Estimated Cost: $30,000.
Proposed Timeline: Design and permitting in Fall 2026, with construction beginning as soon as funding is
fully received. Estimated completion within 2-3 months of project start.

2. Remodel Primary Entrance Lobby and Create New Atrium Meeting Space. Estimated Cost: $445,000.
Proposed Timeline: Architectural planning and fundraising phase in 2026-2027. Construction expected to
begin once funding goals are met, with an estimated project duration of 8-12 months.

3. Replace and Upgrade East/Main Entrance Stairs and Ramp. Estimated Cost: $28,000.
Proposed Timeline: Design and permitting can proceed alongside the restroom project. Construction is
anticipated within 3-6 months after funding is secured, with completion expected within 1-2 months.

4. Install New East/Main Entrance Protective Roof Canopy. Estimated Cost: $132,000.

Proposed Timeline: Planning and engineering to follow the entrance stair and ramp improvements.
Construction is anticipated within 6-12 months after funding is secured, with an estimated completion
time of 2-3 months.

For each project, we will obtain architectural drawings and secure all necessary permits before
construction begins. Beginning next month, we will provide more detailed information on each project,
including the scope of work, anticipated benefits, and updates on funding progress. As donations are
received and project costs are covered, we will move forward according to the priority list approved.

We continue to pray for God's guidance and provision as we move ahead with these important
improvements to our ministry facilities.

“For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait
for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.” Habakkuk 2:3 (ESV)

Thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and support of Zion's Ministry Expansion Campaign.

. Dollars Received
Campaign Stats. as of June 2026 80,376

Dollars Pledged
574,494
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WOMEN'S Zion’s Women’s Fellowship
S o Group Presents:

“A Festive Fall Luncheon at Historic
Steele Mansion Inn”

Date: October 17,2026
Time: 1:00 to 3:30 pm
Tickets: $20

The Zion Women’s Fellowship Group is holding a
Festive Fall luncheon at the historic and stunning
Steele Mansion on Oct. 17, 2026 from 1:00 pm to
3:30 pm. We will have a Christian devotion,
fellowship, a delicious lunch, door prizes and gift
basket raffles. There will also be a fascinating
presentation on the history of the Steele Mansion
and a mini-tour of the beautiful mansion by owner
Carol Shamakian.

We have only 60 tickets available and they will be
sold on a first come, first served basis. Tickets will be
available in the church office or in between Sunday
morning church services beginning Sept 8.

If you are interested in donating a gift basket for the
luncheon, please contact Carole Cooper:
440-376-7798 or cvocooper @gmail.com

For general questions, contact Carole Cooper or
Karen Lieberg. We hope you can attend!

Zion Women's Fellowship Group will meet
August 15, 2026 from 9:30 am to 11:00 am. Join
us in the Fellowship Hall. We will be having our
usual activities, food and a game on
"Women in the Bible".

All ladies are welcome!

OUR GIVING
JUNE 2026

Actual Budget

Revenue $ 42,601 $51,826

$ 47,648

Expenses

$51,678

Every Service Communion Is God’s Gift for You

Starting the first weekend of September, Zion is
going to begin offering communion in every
weekend service. We’ve been talking about this for
years. Well, it’s here! What a gift! Again and again,
weekend after weekend, Jesus will give us His true
body and true blood for the forgiveness of sins and
the strengthening of our faith.

Celebrating communion in every service will help us
remember what Christ has promised. On the night
He was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper
and commanded, “Do this in remembrance of Me”
Remembrance is not mere emotion or habit; it is a
faithful return to the Savior. You will now have the
opportunity to remember Christ’s love in each
service. When we gather every week to receive, we
practice living in Christ’s death and resurrection
rather than drifting into forgetfulness.

Communion is offered for sinners. It is not a reward
for the spiritually strong—it is medicine for the weak.
Every week brings new battles: guilt that returns,
temptations that test us, and burdens that weigh on
our hearts. Jesus meets us here. In His body and
blood, He gives forgiveness that reaches beyond
what we can do for ourselves.

When we share one cup and one bread, we are
united as one body. We confess together that Christ
is our life. We strengthen fellowship not only in
conversation but in shared receiving—making our
worship deeper and our love more visible. This can
now happen in each and every service if you so
desire.

The Lord’s Supper also trains us to look forward. It
turns our attention to Christ’s coming again. Each
celebration is a foretaste of the feast to come,
strengthening hope in our Lord. We pray every
service communion will bring you joy as you receive
Christ for the forgiveness of sins and for life in Him.
We invite you to come, receive, and give thanks.

e
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LWML MISSION OF THE MONTH
Showing Love to Haitian Children

Fear is a constant for the children of Haiti. Fear for their safety and fear wondering where their next meal
will come from. Haiti is the poorest country in the Western hemisphere and voodoo is recognized as the
national religion. Two out of three Haitians live on less than $2 a day. The United Nations estimates that
62% of the Haitian population suffers from malnutrition. Less than 50% of Haitian households have access
to clean drinking water.

Trinity HOPE began working with Lutheran schools in Haiti in 1999. Originally feeding 42 children in one
school, the ministry now feeds 65,000 children, teachers, and cooks in over 265 Christian schools across
the country. The children are innocent victims of gang violence, inflation, cultural insecurity, lack of jobs for
parents, and the worship of Satan through the Voodoo religion.

Eleven of the 36 feeding program directors are Lutheran pastors who visit their schools twice a month to
teach lessons from God’s Word. Before each meal, a prayer is said, and children profess their faith in Jesus.
The children receive the light, love, and warmth of knowing Jesus Christ as their Savior with each meal
served. This grant will fund 160,472 meals served to children and teachers over two years.

We pray for Haiti and its people:

Dear heavenly Father, You have called us to feed the hungry and make disciples of all nations. Be with us
and strengthen us in this mission. Everything we have comes from You, Lord. Help us to remember this
always and share what we have been given with those around us. Support and guide the work to empower
Trinity HOPE to share Your Word with the people of Haiti. Matthew 25:35: ‘For | was hungry and you gave
me food. | was thirsty and you gave me drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed me.’

LWML NORTHEAST ZONE 33rd ANNUAL FALL RETREAT - September 19, 2026

"A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." Proverbs 17:22. LADIES, you are
invited to attend the LWML Northeast Zone Annual Fall Retreat. Look for the flier, information and
registration packets on the Mission Bulletin Board. REGISTER EARLY! (Deadline is September 8, 2026).

THEME: "Smiles Across the Miles!"
GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Tom Moyer "Joy in the Journey"
WHERE: Jordan Creek Lake Metro Park, 7250 Alexander Rd., Concord Twp., Ohio (Off of Route 608)
Cost - $25.00/person, includes breakfast snacks and a light lunch

INGATHERING for Project MKC, Most Needed Items: « Children’s 3-in-1 (Shampoo/Conditioner/Body Wash),
Men’s 3-in-1, Women’s Shampoo & Conditioner, Children and Adult Toothbrushes & Toothpaste, Bar Soap.
This incredibly moving project is in Youngstown, Warren and Akron Children’s Hospital of the Mahoning
Valley. Project MKC has a number of programs and special events that enable them to further their charitable
purpose in 11 counties.
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Greetings Team Zion! On your mark, get set, GO! Onward to our goal of 500 fun filled Shoeboxes! Year-
round we pray for the people power to get to the goal in mid-November. In February we MARK out our
goal and calendar, March to July we SET up the empty shelves with labeled boxes for the donations,
August we GO! This is what all the sprints into stores for clearance and after season sales has been
training us for. Stretching for the last item on the top shelf has turned into full force racing to those back-
to-school sales, lifting them into our carts, pushing the carts to the register... The donation box has been
full and our shelves are getting there, too, but 500 is a really exciting finish line. Will you continue to run
this course with us?

We are still asking for items from every category: School Supplies, Hygiene, Clothes, Toys & Games. This
month we are focusing on school supplies and clothes. Again this year, we have received dresses through
Dress a Girl Around the World! The dresses are tied at the shoulders, so we like to include a T-Shirt for
modesty purposes. If you see something from another category that is too adorable to pass up - don’t!
Praise God for having it there for you. Some child will love getting it in their once in a lifetime Shoebox.

Don’t forget about the Amazon Gift Registry to help suggest what items are still needed. This is to see
items that are most useful, appreciated and SP approved. The orders will be delivered right to Zion! Items
can be purchased at a store, and the on-line registry count will be adjusted as we inventory your
generous donations.

As we get closer to our 2026 finish line, we are reminded that each of the 500 Shoeboxes needs a $10.00
shipping cost. Last year this $5000.00 expense was offset by 25% thanks to some of our Thrivent
Members who graciously applied for the Action Grants. Please consider calling your Thrivent
representative to apply to stretch our gifts this year.

We continue to have work sessions on Tuesday mornings from 10:00-noon and would love to have you
join us.

Joyfully in His service, Shawn Biese
Amazon — Team Zion Shoebox
Facebook - Shoebox Team Zion

School Kit School Kit
9-14 Years Old Toddlers 2-4
» Backpack / Cinch Sack ® Backpack / Cinch Sack

* Pencil Pouch
* 5 Sharpened Pencils w/Cap Erasers

® Pencil Pouch
* 5 Sharpened Pencils w/Cap Erasers

* Pencil Sharpener * Pencil Sharpener

* 1 Shaped Eraser / Pink Pearl « 1 Shaped Eraser

® 24 Ct. Crayons * 4 Ct Crayons

# 12 Ct. Colored Pencils s 12 Ct. Colored Pencils

* Metric Ruler » Coloring / Activity Book

* Glue Stick » Blunt Scissors

» 70 pages Spiral Notebook + Drawing Paper

¢ Solar Calculator w/ Batteries

* Scissors

» Yellow Highlighter Clothes Boys & Girls sizes xs - large

s Ink Pens Shorts T-Shirts Socks Underwear Bandanas
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HappyAygust

1. Linda Woodford

2. Ryan Campaign, Chad Darnell

3. Monica Kowalski-Lundi, Al Hunt

5. Myrtle Randa, Carrie Willoughby, Roger Harnish,
Evelyn Sargent

6. Jeremy Freeman

7. Amy Campaign, Nick Grumbach

9. David Lette, Landyn Pritt

11. Judy Schaub, Caleb Jones, Amy Shook

12. Gary Cottrill, Aaron Kangas

13. Brian Brockway, Jane Hughes

14. Alex Thiedemann

16. Aliisa Haller, Jordan Brunstetter, Smith Horner
17. Vicki Jacobson, Ann Marie Bollas, Emma Skaggs
18. Wendy McNeill

20. Madelyn Miller, Jim Rihaly

21. Jeanne Rihaly

22. Richard Blackmore

26. Linda Beall

27. Christopher J. Stefansky

29. Raymond Dellmore, Jeremy Wilder, Jackson
Erdman

31. Marilyn Covill, Christi Gielink

Ding! Ding!

The Zion Handbell Choir is
-~ :
P gradually preparing to get
ringing once again, and we'd
love to have you join us!

All experience levels are welcome, even
newbies! If you're ready to ring or would
like more information, please speak to
Handbell Director, Pastor Hanson or
Director of Music, Michelle Pham.

Be a part of this special music ministry
and make a joyful noise to the Lord!

Hannah House Baby Bottle Campaign
ran from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day
here at Zion and, thanks to your kind
generosity, raised a total of $1,466 for
mothers and babies in need here in
Lake County. Thank you for
supporting those in our community

Thank you !

Marie Shinkle, Outreach

\7‘9'% %ﬂ Back to Choir Bootcamp

Clhiow]

Our annual "Back to Choir Bootcamp" will be held
on Monday, August 17 from 5:30-8:30pm! All new
and seasoned Zion Choir members are welcome!
Enjoy a free meal in fellowship with one another
and an extended choir rehearsal in which we delve
into the first several anthems of the season. The
Zion Choir sings in the majority of our traditional
9am Sunday services as well as some special
services late August through May. All ability levels.
Ages 16 and up.

Can't make the bootcamp? Regular rehearsals are
on Mondays beginning August 24 from 6:45-8pm in
the choir loft. Make a joyful noise with us! Contact
Michelle Pham 440-231-0644,
m.mononen@yahoo.com with questions.

YOUTH m Jesusisa

'Shore Thing'!

The Zion Youth Group is celebrating the end of our
summer outings with a beach day!

Join us on Sunday, August 2 for fun in the sand and
sun at Headlands Beach! We will depart from Zion
at 1pm and return at 8pm. Dinner provided by the
Phams.

Bring or wear a bathing suit, towel, sunscreen, dry
clothing, and a bag for wet stuff. Optional items to
bring include extra snacks/drinks, chairs, blankets,
umbrellas, sand/water equipment.

Sign up on the bulletin board today! This eventis in
lieu of regular Youth Group which

meets every Sunday from Ut e
3:30-5pm year round. A
pmy FE/I/"‘\
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 praes

6:30p
Worship

7:30p Bible
Study

9:00a Traditional 7:00a 9:30a Nursin
Worship 3 Men’s Bible 5 H.ome M?;iétf 7 8
10:15a Sun. School/ Breakfast Y
Bible Study 10a Shoebox
11:30a Contemp. 6:30p Youth
Worship Service 4:09p Game Night 6:30p Worship
1p Youth Group End of Pansl‘[Scope . 7:30p Bibl
Summer Headlands Beach Deadline 7p Praise Band : dp Ible
i St
4p Sole Sisters 7:30p Scouts Practice i
7:00a ?
9 ?@ 1 O 1 Men’s Bible 12 13 14 15 o
9:00a Trad. Worship Breakfast 9:30a Nursing 9:30a
10:15a Sun. School/ 6p Mama Bear Home Ministry W
Bible Stud omen’s
11'30a (E,Jor?/tem Prayer Warriors 10a Shoebox : Fellowshi
: p. 4:00 7:00p Elders p
Worship Service s P .
6:30p Trustee ~ [ParishScope 7p Praise Band 6:30p Worship
3:30p Youth Group Meeting Deadline Practice 7:30p Bible
4p Sole Sisters 7:30p Scouts Study
7:00a Newsletter
1 6 17 18 Men’s Bible 19 2 Deadline 2 1 22
9:00a Traditional Breakfast . 9:30a Nursing Home
" T]. raditiona 5:30p Back to reakfas OSL First Day of | inietry
orship Choi 10a Shoebox
10:15a Sun. School/ oir Bootcamp School 6:30p Youth G 6:30p Worshi
Bible Study 4:00p e eame P P

11:30a Contemp Service

3:30p Youth Group
4p Sole Sisters

6p Mama Bear
Prayer Warriors

ParishScope

5:30p Food Pantry

Night

7:00p Council
7p Praise Band

7:30p Bible
Study

7:30p Scouts
7:00a 9:30a Nursin

23 9:00a ?Q 24 25 Men’s Bible 26 27 Home g 28 29 ?@3

Traditional Breakfast Ministry

Worship . i
10:15a Sun. School/ 6p Mama Bear 10a Shoebox 6p Men’s 6:30p Worship
Bible Study Praver Warriors | 4:00 Ministry & Meal .
11:30aVContemp. y Paris';Scope ;tsodp Bible
VYOI’ShIp 6:45pChoir 5:30p Food Pantry 7p Praise Band -
3:30p Youth Group Rehearsal

4p Sole Sisters

7:30p Scouts

9:00a Trad. ?®
3 O Worship

10:15a Sun. School/
Bible Study

11:30a Contemp.
Worship

3:30p Youth Group

4p Sole Sisters

31

6p Mama Bear
Prayer Warriors

6:45pChoir
Rehearsal

This symbol means that communion is offered
during the Worship service. Communion is

offered every 1st, 3rd, & 5thSaturday and every
2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday.
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Jesus lays down His life for...
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Saturday 6:30 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
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	Living!  Isn’t it great when things are going well?   Life isn’t always like that, though, is it?  Living consists of low points too.  Maybe it is cancer – being bedridden or homebound – painful knees – a crooked back – memory fading quickly – losing a loved one – living alone…  That’s the part of living we’d rather not face; yet it is living too, isn’t it?  The Bible says: “The length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.” (Psalm 90:10)  This is a living that will test the strongest of souls.  This is a living that hardly seems worth living.  This is a living marred by a world of sin.
	Is this all there is?  St. Paul wrote with the inspiration of God:  “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)  St. Paul here recognized that there is a lot of living to do while on earth.  Yet at the same time Paul understood that there is some REAL living ahead, and his heart yearns for it.
	What will help us get through another day?  It is the other living St. Paul spoke about.  It is the living that occurs when a child of faith dies trusting in their Savior Jesus for the forgiveness of their sin.  It is the living that Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection has given us.  This is REAL living.
	It is written:  “For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.”  (Romans 14:7-9)  Real living is walking hand in hand by faith with Jesus.  Real living is seeing our Savior’s face in heaven.  In faith, hold on to Jesus today and start living!
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	THEME: "Smiles Across the Miles!" GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Tom Moyer "Joy in the Journey" WHERE: Jordan Creek Lake Metro Park, 7250 Alexander Rd., Concord Twp., Ohio (Off of Route 608) Cost - $25.00/person, includes breakfast snacks and a light lunch

	Greetings Team Zion!  On your mark, get set, GO! Onward to our goal of 500 fun filled Shoeboxes! Year-round we pray for the people power to get to the goal in mid-November. In February we MARK out our goal and calendar, March to July we SET up the empty shelves with labeled boxes for the donations, August we GO! This is what all the sprints into stores for clearance and after season sales has been training us for. Stretching for the last item on the top shelf has turned into full force racing to those back-to-school sales, lifting them into our carts, pushing the carts to the register… The donation box has been full and our shelves are getting there, too, but 500 is a really exciting finish line.  Will you continue to run this course with us?
	We are still asking for items from every category: School Supplies, Hygiene, Clothes, Toys & Games. This month we are focusing on school supplies and clothes. Again this year, we have received dresses through Dress a Girl Around the World! The dresses are tied at the shoulders, so we like to include a T-Shirt for modesty purposes. If you see something from another category that is too adorable to pass up – don’t! Praise God for having it there for you.  Some child will love getting it in their once in a lifetime Shoebox.
	Don’t forget about the Amazon Gift Registry to help suggest what items are still needed. This is to see items that are most useful, appreciated and SP approved. The orders will be delivered right to Zion! Items can be purchased at a store, and the on-line registry count will be adjusted as we inventory your generous donations.
	As we get closer to our 2026 finish line, we are reminded that each of the 500 Shoeboxes needs a $10.00 shipping cost. Last year this $5000.00 expense was offset by 25% thanks to some of our Thrivent Members who graciously applied for the Action Grants. Please consider calling your Thrivent representative to apply to stretch our gifts this year.
	We continue to have work sessions on Tuesday mornings from 10:00-noon and would love to have you join us.
	Joyfully in His service, Shawn Biese                                                  Amazon – Team Zion Shoebox Facebook - Shoebox Team Zion
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	Happy August
	Ding! Ding!
	The Zion Handbell Choir is gradually preparing to get ringing once again, and we'd love to have you join us!
	All experience levels are welcome, even newbies! If you're ready to ring or would like more information, please speak to Handbell Director, Pastor Hanson or Director of Music, Michelle Pham.
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	7:30p Bible Study
	7p Praise Band Practice
	6:30p Trustee Meeting

	Newsletter Deadline
	7:00a
	OSL First Day of School
	5:30p Back to Choir Bootcamp
	10a Shoebox
	6:30p Worship
	7:30p Bible Study

	4:00p  ParishScope
	5:30p Food Pantry
	7:30p Scouts
	6p Mama Bear Prayer Warriors
	4p Sole Sisters
	7:00a
	9:30a Nursing Home Ministry
	6:30p Worship
	7:30p Bible Study
	10a Shoebox
	6p Men’s Ministry & Meal
	6p Mama Bear Prayer Warriors
	4:00p  ParishScope

	6:45pChoir Rehearsal
	7p Praise Band
	6p Mama Bear Prayer Warriors
	10:15a Sun. School/ Bible Study  11:30a Contemp. Worship
	This symbol means that communion is offered during the Worship service. Communion is offered every 1st, 3rd, & 5thSaturday and every 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday.
	6:45pChoir Rehearsal
	3:30p Youth Group
	4p Sole Sisters

	WORSHIP
	TRADITIONAL: Saturday 6:30 pm Sunday 9:00 am
	CONTEMPORARY: Sunday 11:30 am
	Associate Pastor Rev. Joseph D. Hanson​
	PastorHanson@zionpainesville.org

	OFFICE (440) 357-5174
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