
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Look at the Baby! 

By Pastor Travis Henry 

 What would it be like if the Almighty Creator  

of heaven and earth were to visit a world that rebelled 

against and hated him, if God visited sinners?   

 The Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to 

you in a thick cloud. … On the morning of the third day 

there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on 

the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all 

the people in the camp trembled.” —Exodus 19:9–16 

 But if you will not listen to me and will not do all 

these commandments, … then I will do this to you: I will 

visit you with panic, with wasting disease and fever that 

consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you 

shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 

—Leviticus 26:14,16 

 Immediately after the tribulation of those days 

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in 

heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then the tribes 

of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 

Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory. —Matthew 24:29–30 

 Throughout the Scriptures, the coming of God 

(Adventus Domini) is scary—and rightly so. “For great is 

the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be 

feared above all gods” (1 Chronicles 16:25). But there is 

another message in the Scriptures, too!  

Fear not! For I am with you; be not dismayed, 

for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,  

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. …  

                                                 
1 Inspired by Erik Herrmann, “He came down to earth from 

heaven,” Concordia Theology, 

 

 

 

 

 

For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I 

who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” 

—Isaiah 41:10,13 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. —Psalm 23:43 

You came near when I called on you; you said, 

‘Do not fear!’—Lamentations 3:57 

Christmas comes to proclaim to us what the 

angel Gabriel proclaimed to Mary: “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God” (Lk 1:30). So, 

you too, do not be afraid, for you have found favor with 

God. God has come, but you need not be afraid! For, 

how can you be afraid of a baby? Look at how God has 

revealed himself to us: Look at the baby! Look at this 

sweet little child. Hold him in your arms. Snuggle him, 

embrace him, kiss him, love this sweet little baby. 

Christmas is God’s invitation to be embraced! Mary, this 

young woman is truly the mother of God; she carries 

her Creator; “she looks down into the eyes of the One 

to whom she also lifts up her prayer.” Look at the baby! 

“He is God’s sermon to us, his eternal Word made flesh.  

Before he can even speak, this little child proclaims to 

us the heart of God.”1 

  

https://concordiatheology.org/2019/01/he-came-down-to-

earth-from-heaven/.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the upcoming Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant scheduled for Sunday, December 18, 2022 
during the 9:00 AM Worship Service. Each child will have a 
part in presenting the Christmas story based on Luke 2. We 
invite all families and friends to join us for this special 
Christmas event. A reception will be held following the 
Worship Service during Sunday School hour. 
  
Please note:  A practice session is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 10, 2022 from 10:00 am to Noon. This will be for all 
children in Zion’s Sunday School, ages 3 through Grade 12. We 
are planning to have a small luncheon following the Saturday 
practice session. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out 
to Nancy Wentling (Beginner SS), Cindy Garrett (Primary 2-5), 
Emily Russell (Primary 6-8) or Monica and Stephen Jones 
(Youth 9-12). 

Christmas 

11/17/2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I write to you today, we are having the second snowfall of the season. The roads were icy enough this morning some local 

schools even called off classes for the day.  Thanksgiving is next week, and my parents and in-laws will come over to have a 

traditional turkey dinner and take time to thank God for the people in our lives and appreciate all we have. It’s also a time to 

reevaluate things I might have taken for granted and get back to actively appreciating the people and things in my life.  

And just like with everything else, I catch myself taking for granted what a great church we have at Zion.  First and foremost, I am 

thankful that it’s a place that proclaims Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior who lived perfectly yet sacrificed Himself so that we might 

live eternally.  I am thankful for our pastors who bring this good news and with it a healthy dose of the law.  I am thankful for the 

staff who support the pastors in preparing for worship services and maintain the office and building day to day.  I’m thankful for 

the volunteers who serve in the many needed roles to lead or sustain all the ministries and be thankful there are so many 

ministries offered at Zion to help members, the local community, and communities far from home.  I’m thankful for the 

members who attend and commune together in Christ and take what they’ve heard to their family, coworkers, and friends.  

But before that turkey dinner can happen next week, Council had to prepare a budget for 2023.  This budget will then be 

presented to the Voters’ Assembly at the Fourth Quarterly meeting on December 18th at 2pm for approval.   

Over the last few weeks, we’ve tried to shave a little here and there to try and be good stewards with the church’s gifts.  This was 

no easy task. In fact, the budget committee concluded that to support the workers, facilities, and ministries at Zion, we needed 

to not be cutting more from the bottom line, but rather by working on adding to the top line.   

Looking over four of the last five years the total offerings have been very consistent (COVID year being the outlier) year to year.  

However, over that time the cost of things has gone up.  The building isn’t getting any younger.  Roof and HVAC repairs can’t be 

ignored and not much of anything is getting cheaper.  The last couple years we’ve budgeted for increased costs but not increased 

offerings. This has led to presenting deficit budgets and hoping that giving would just catch up. We aren’t catching up.  

What would it take to maintain our ministries and support our workers? Ideally a five-percent increase to offerings next year 

would help get us back on track and maintain our ministry. I’m sympathetic to everyone’s households experiencing higher costs 

over the last year, but when our costs at home increase, remember that the church experiences those increases as well. 

So, as I look forward to Thanksgiving with my family, I pray you will join me in remembering your church and giving thanks for its 

many blessings.  Let’s not take anything for granted but respond in thanksgiving with increased giving and service.  Together with 

God’s blessing, we can ensure that the work will go on. 

In God’s service, 

Brian Brockway 

President of the Congregation 

 



 

 

 

 

TEAM Zion in Painesville filled 170 Shoeboxes! 
Thank you to all of you had any part in donating 170 filled-to-the-brim Christmas  
Child Shoeboxes.  A very big thank you to the youth group for holding the Zion  
packing party. After hearing a little about the Shoeboxes and how they are sent to  
children with the story of God’s love & the Greatest Journey of Jesus, the youth  
group made very quick work of filling 100 boxes.  They then packed up all the  
leftovers, broke down the empty cartons for recycling and loaded our van with more 
leftovers than I expected! These leftovers are a great start to Zion’s 2023 Shoebox 
               campaign.  
 

I kept saying that this experience has been like Noah’s Ark – God gave directions and sent. He sent workers, bags of 
school supplies, socks, volunteers to braid jump ropes at home, donations for shipping and even a timely rental 
vehicle to take 170 boxes down the street. His hand has been clearing a path and directing so many people on this 
project. Thank you, everyone! 
 

The Shoebox ministry team is already planning our month-by-month calendar & projects for 2023.  We are hoping 
that you will find a meaningful and exciting way to participate throughout the year. For now, our tip is – PENCILS. As 
you are out shopping after each holiday, pick up clearance pencils, sharpen them,  
and start your own Shoebox stash with sharpened pencils.  
 

In letters from recipients, pencils are one of the most thanked-for items.  The parents  
write to tell us how much pencils are appreciated; many break them in half so that both  
children have a pencil at school.  To demonstrate how God lavishes us with his love, the  
youth group packed THREE pencils in each box.   
 

Looking forward to Year Two with Team Zion,  
Shawn Biese  
 

Adopt A Family - Project Hope for the Homeless 
Zion will once again participate in the Adopt A Family program from the homeless shelter in 
Painesville. Beginning December 1st, there will be tags outside the office with the Christmas 
wishes of Project Hope families. Please take a tag and return the purchased items with the tag 
attached (but not wrapped) in the boxes provided. I will pick up the gifts and wrap/deliver to the 
shelter. All gifts must be returned to church by Sunday, December 11th! Thanks so much for your 
generous support of this mission. Any questions, contact Lora Babic (440)728- 7281 or 
lora5015@windstream.net 
 
Meals - Project Hope 
There is a new 2023 sign-up sheet for Zion's monthly meal obligation to Project Hope for the 
Homeless.  Zion provides a meal for 50 residents on the first Monday of each month.  You can sign 
up to make and deliver a meal or provide monetary donations for the purchase of food items, and 
I will make that meal on your behalf.  Any questions, please contact Lora Babic. 



 

 LADIES! We have begun a special ongoing ingathering for Laura's 
Home Women's Crisis Center. It is a group home in Cleveland 
established by The City Mission in 1910. The City Mission provides 
assistance for the homeless, food baskets for the hungry, a prison 
ministry, and various other services and activities for local 
residents. The crisis center for women has 166 beds and 55 rooms 
to empower families and individuals not only through a safe 
environment with basic needs like housing and food, but also 
teaching life and job skills, as well as giving Christian teaching, 
guidance and other resources.  There are many needs, especially 
for women in residence who struggle with homelessness, little or 
no income, and for many with children. One of the overlooked 
needs is personal feminine hygiene products. Zion was contacted 
by the Lake Erie College PA Program through the Women's 
Empowerment group.  Ann Marie Bollas is working as coordinator 
for this ongoing project. A box covered with wrapping paper and 
bows around the top is in the church lobby near the boxes for the 
Food Pantry donations. These products will be delivered to the 
crisis center and also if there should be a need for anyone visiting 
the food pantry. All donations will be accepted if they are new and 
individually wrapped. Check out thecitymission.org to find out 
more about The City Mission and Laura's Home. Thank you for 
praying for ministries such as this, as well as for those who truly 
need the services provided. 

LWML MISSION OF THE MONTH 
“Ends of Earth” Scholarships 

Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST) 
Ministries — $50,000 

MOST Ministries is receiving more requests from 
LCMS missionaries and national church leaders to 
provide teams to go to the "ends of the earth" 
places such as Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, South Africa, Thailand, Peru, and Sri Lanka 
to work side-by-side with missionaries, sharing 
the Gospel. The travel cost (up to $5,050) of the 
short-term mission trips to these distant places 
has become prohibitive, and has made it 
challenging for willing people to join a team. 
Currently, team members are personally 
responsible for their total per person cost. Not 
only do they use personal funds, but they are 
encouraged to reach out to members of the body 
of Christ to participate in the mission with 
encouragements, prayers, and financial support. 
This grant offers financial support to cover up to 
one-half the cost of each participant, not to 
exceed $2,000. The delegates of the 2021 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention 
voted the sum of $50,000 to help fund “Ends of 
Earth" Scholarships. 

 

 
Prayer walking through a village in Thailand, the MOST Ministries team stopped 

to pray with a widower in need of renewed health and strength. 

MOST Ministries Eyeglass team to Ethiopia was 
especially important; the students we were serving 
are deaf, so seeing is also "hearing". If the student 
cannot see the teacher's signing (a system analogous 
to American Sign Language), the student cannot 
"hear" the teacher. Here a student is using his hand 
to indicate which way the hand on the chart is 
pointing. Depending on how far down the chart the 
student can distinguish the hands, the tester can 
determine what strength correction the student 
needs (or does not need) for glasses. 

DECEMBER COFFEE HOURS -   
 
The LWML will host the December 4 coffee hour.  
 
The Sunday School Children's Christmas program will be 
featured at the 9 am Worship Service on December 18.  
The Sunday School will host a time for refreshments  
after that service. There will be no Sunday School this day. 
 
Because Christmas Day and New Year's Day are on Sundays 
this year, there will be no Sunday School or Coffee Hour 
scheduled on those special days!  
 
We pray that your Christmas and New Year's be filled with 
rejoicing in the birth of Christ and the start of a new year 
with faithfulness, love, joy and peace! 
 



 

 
The Christmas Card Mailbox is returning 
Nov. 27 – Dec. 18! Send Christmas cards to 
Zion members by placing them in the 
Mailbox in the lobby. Please Include a return 
name on the envelope in case of non-
delivery/ no pick-up!  A free-will offering will 
be accepted to “cover postage” & will 
benefit Zion’s Outreach Ministry to our 
community! Contact Diane Shook  
440-413-7654. 

Poinsettia Plants to 
Decorate the Sanctuary 
may be ordered for $6.25 
each. Use the order forms 
found in the narthex or 
lobby to indicate your 
dedication. The order 
form along with payment 
can be placed in the 
offering plate or brought 
to the church office. 
Please submit by Sunday, 
December 4th.  Orders 
received after the 4th are 
subject to availability. 

 
The Angel Tree is filled!! All tags have been 
taken in a tremendous response of love and 
generosity from our congregation!  Please 
return all gifts unwrapped with the portion 
of the tag with the child’s name & code to 
the church office by the December 4th 
deadline!  Any questions, call Cathy 
McIlveen, 440-352-1045.  On behalf of 
Zion’s Stewardship Committee, thank you 
for making this program a success! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handel’s “Messiah” will be presented Sunday, 
Dec. 4 at 4:00 PM at St. John Vianney Church, 
7575 Bellflower Rd, Mentor. The community is 
welcome to attend! 

 

 

Offering Envelopes for the year 2023 will be 
available for pickup starting the weekend of 
December 10th & 11th in the church narthex. 
Please do not begin to use them until after 
January 1st. If you cannot find your box, 
please leave a message in the church office.  
 

Women in The Word will meet as usual on 

Dec. 7 & 14, then they will be taking a break 

during the Christmas season from Dec. 21, 

28 through Jan. 4. They will resume meeting 

on Wed. January 11th. You can join them 

either at 9:30 am or 1:00 pm in the Hayes 
house. Please join us! 



 

  

1 Alice Bonness, Samantha Dean 
2 Cynthia McBride 
3 ----- 
4 Madeline Sulc 
5 Stephanie Surmacz, Howard Wheelock 
6 Madeline Buehner, Matthew House 
7 Annika Behrend, Lily Brunstetter 
8 Howard Behlmer, John Dean, Heather 

Kenst, Lori Lange, Diane Rutkosky 
9 Peter Percassi, Michael Nocera 
10 Trevor Meadows, Chris Rentz 
11 Alan Borlie, Robert Garrett, Chris 

Griffith, Gerald Lane 
12 Gayl Fuizzotti, Logan Hess, Chuck Hunt, 

Travis Skaggs 
13 ----- 
14 Char Ebbert, Paul Rutkosky 
15 Thang Pham, Sandra Righi 
16 Mark McGrath 
17 Halle Horvath 
18 Ethan House, Evan Reigle 
19 Sarafina Galinac 
20 Caleb McWhorter 
21 Susan Taylor 
22 Gretchen Arnold, Kimberly Peterson, 

Gianna Righi 
23 Matthew Lakia, Jessica Wood 
24 Galen Edwards, David Goodridge 
25 Mark Baker, Christine Wellman 
26 Dona Bancroft 
27 Mary Greig, Timothy Bennett, John 

Brunstetter, Rod Penfield 
28 Janice Brown, Maarika Haller, Lonnie 

King 
29 Carl Schoenig 
30 Robin Banno 
31   Amy Capelli, Jodi Green,  
       Mark Heuser, Stephen Jones,  
       Annette Koscik, Joshua Moses 

 
If your December birthday is not listed above,  

please let the office know.  

We want to help you celebrate your special days! 

 

Cookies Wanted! We would like to have home-baked cookies to 
offer at our community Christmas Shop on December 3. If you are 
able to whip up a batch, please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
lobby. We are asking that cookies be packaged by the half dozen in 
zip lock bags and dropped off in the church office. Please label if 
nuts/peanut butter are added. Thank you!! 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
This symbol means                                                             

                                               that communion is 

offered during the 

Worship Service.  

Communion is offered every  

1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday and                                        

every 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday. 

 

 

1 

9:30 Nursing Home  
         Ministry  

7:00 Trustees 
 

 

2 

7:00 LEC Study 
         Break 

3 

 

 

 

9:00-12 Noon 
Christmas Shop 
 
6:30 Worship  
         Service 
7:30 Bible  
        Study Class 

4 

9:00 Trad. Worship Service 
10:15 Sunday School and  
           Bible Class  
11:30 Contemporary 
1:30 Confirmation  
           2nd Year 
4:00 Youth Group 

Order your Christmas 

Poinsettias 

Due by Dec. 4th 
 
Second Sunday of Advent 

5   

6:30 Men’s  

         Basketball 

6:45 Choir Practice 

Angel Tree Deadline 
Dec. 4th  

6 

7:00 Men’s  
         Breakfast 
         Bible Study 
4:00 Parishscope  
         Deadline  
7:30 Boy Scouts 

7 

9:30 Women in  
         the Word  
1:00 Women in  
         the Word  
6:30 Midweek 
Advent Service 

8 

9:30 Nursing Home  

         Ministry  
7:00 Elders 

9 10 

10:00 am 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Pageant 
Practice 
 
6:30 Worship  
         Service 
7:30 Bible  
        Study Class 

11 Project Hope 

   Adopt-a-

Family 

   Gifts Deadline 

9:00 Trad. Worship Service 
10:15 Sunday School and  
           Bible Class  
11:30 Contemporary 
1:30 Confirmation  
           2nd Year 
4:00 Youth Group 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
  

12   

6:45 Choir Practice 

 

13 

7:00 Men’s  
         Breakfast 
         Bible Study 
4:00 Parishscope  
         Deadline 
7:30 Boy Scouts 

14 

9:30 Women in  
         the Word  
1:00 Women in  
         the Word  
6:30 Midweek 
Advent Service 
 

15 

9:30 Nursing Home  
         Ministry  
7:00 Council  
 

16 17 

 

 

 

9:30 Women’s 
Fellowship 
6:30 Worship  
         Service 
7:00pm-7:00am 
        Youth  
        Lock-in 
7:30 Bible  
        Study Class 

18 

9:00 Trad. Worship Service 
           w/Christmas Sunday  
           School Pageant  
10:05 Christmas Sunday  
           School Pageant 
           Reception 
10:15 Sunday School and  
           Bible Class  
11:30 Contemporary 
  2:00 Voters’ Meeting 
4:00 Youth Group Christmas  
         Party w. Dinner 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

19   

6:30 Men’s  

         Basketball 

6:45 Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

20 

7:00 Men’s  
         Breakfast 
         Bible Study 
4:00 Parishscope  
         Deadline 
6:00 Food Pantry 
7:30 Boy Scouts 

21 

NO Women in  
       the Word 

22 

9:30 Nursing Home  
         Ministry  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 
 
 
5:30 Contemp. 
Candlelight 
Service 
7:30 Traditional 
Candlelight 
Service 
10:00 
Traditional 
Candlelight 
Service 
Christmas Eve 

25  

 
Christmas Day 

 

10:30 Christmas Day Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

26   

 

27 

7:00 Men’s  
         Breakfast 
         Bible Study 
4:00 Parishscope  
         Deadline 
6:00 Food Pantry 

28 

NO Women in  
       the Word 

29 

 

9:30 Nursing Home  
         Ministry  
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31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Worship 
Service 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus calms the heart of … 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 
TRADITIONAL: 

Saturday 6:30 pm 
Sunday 9:00 am 
CONTEMPORARY:  

Sunday 11:30 am 
__________________ 

SENIOR PASTOR 
REV. DR. KURT ZIEMANN 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
REV. TRAVIS HENRY 

__________________ 
OFFICE: 

(440) 357-5174 
office@zelc.com 
www.zelc.com 

Jan Brown 
Carolyn Lindenmuth 

 

Midweek Advent Services 

6:30 pm Wednesdays 

December 7th, 14th & 21st  
 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday December 24th  

5:30 pm - Contemporary Candlelight Service 

7:30 pm – Traditional Candlelight Service 

10:00 pm – Traditional Candlelight Service 

~ 

Christmas Day – Sunday December 25th  

10:30 am - Service w/communion 

~ 

New Year’s Eve – Saturday December 31st  

6:30 pm - Service w/communion 

mailto:office@zelc.com
http://www.zelc.com/

